Visual style of the project:

The film is a full-length creative documentary with Hermann Sotkajärvi as the main person and protagonist. He is a son of Sámi woman and a finish immigrant. He was born in the Pasvik Valley, where he has lived over 45 years. He has followed the life of the bears in the Pasvik valley during the last 20 years, first as a photographer and during the last years as a professional hunter employed by the Norwegian state. During this time he has managed to capture extraordinary moving images of the life of the bears that no professional cinematographer has ever come close to. Sine he is a native son of the land and also a state employed hunter, he has superior access to situations and locations. The images shot by Sotkajärvi will not exceed 10-15% of the films playing time. The paramount part of the images will be shoot by a professional cinematographer .

The theme and the story of the film has many similarities with Robert Flaherty’s classic documentary “Nanook of the north” from 1922.  Herman Sotkajärvi life as a contemporary hunter has many similarities with the life of Nanook, a decade ago. In the film “Nanook” one of the silent-film texts states: “And Nanook smiles even if his barbarian act will disgust the European sentimentality.” For Hermann Sotkajärvi this statement is a major challenge still today. There is a very limited understanding for his work and his life style in the modern market driven society around him.  The main difference with the old film(Nanook) is that the indigenous main person is not only the excotic object of the film, but he also the subject of the film and takes a very active part in telling the story. 

